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POWDPERHORN PARK, 2023

ROXXY SAID WE'RE
BIKING TO LAKE OF THE : f—:A?PES‘ZNE
ISLES TODAY. THE PEOPLE SO BOUGE..
OVER THERE ARE SO RICH,
THEY GOT SHARKS IN i
THEIR POOLS! * ‘
=S SHARKSZ! PFF!
YOU'RE CRAZY. SAY
WALLAH, BRO.

THERE'S DEFINITELY NO SHARKS, BUT THE y WHY ARE THERE ALWAYS
FOLKS LIVING IN THOSE BIG HOUSES BIG HOUSES A?'SUND
ARE PRETTY WEALTRHY. BIG PARKS?

OH, DIU I SAY SHARKS? I
MEANT, UH, KOI FISH..Z
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THAT'S A GREAT QUESTION, CECE.
THERE'S DEFINITELY A CONNECTION WORTH
CHECKING OUT. LET'S GO BACK AND
EXPLORE THIS HISTORY TOGETHER!




ARE WE STILL GOING TO
LAKE OF THE ISLES?

YES... IN THE
18805/

DON'T FORGET TO
RING YOUR INVISIBILITY BELL
SO WE CAN TIME TRAVEL

SAFELY AND UNSEEN!




LAKE OF THE ISLES, 1880s e WE MADE IT! THIS I5 LAKE OF THE ISLES _aglit
) IN THE LATE 19TH CENTURY BEFORE THE

| > ) 4 CITY DEVELOPED IT INTO A PARK.
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l ) ' ‘ , AND GOOD OBSERVATIONS! THIS AREA
\ s T s WAS ORIGINALLY A SWAMP HENCE THE

WETLAND AND TALL GRASS.

AND YES, DEFINITELY LESS MANSIONS OR HOUSES
AROUND THE LAKE YET. BUT, THIS /$ STOLEN DAKOTA LAND
50O THERE USED TO BE HOMES HERE BEFORE THE SETTLERS
CAME. THE ORIGINAL DAKOTA NAME FOR THIS BODY OF
WATER IS WITA TOFPA OR "FOUR ISLANDS".

THEY'RE DREUDGING THE LANDSCAPE.
PEOPLE USED TO BE SCARED OF
SWAMPS, THEY THOUGHT SWAMPS
CAUSED DISEASES, EVEN THOUGH, IN
REALITY, THEY CLEAN OUR WATER
ANDU ARE HOME TO A LOT OF FISH
AND BIRDS. AND SWAMPLAND HELPS
CONTROL FLOOUING!

SPEAKING OF SETTLERS, WHAT
ARE THOSE WHITE GUYS DOING?

SWAMPS CAN BE USED TO CONTROL FLOODINGZ NO WAY! THAT SEEMS LIKE A
GOOU THING, BUT, I GUESS IT WOULD BE HARD TO BUILD A PARK ON A SWAMP.

EXACTLY. AFTER THE FORCED MIGRATION AND REMOVAL OF DAKOTA FAMILIES FROM THIS
AREA SETTLERS QUICKLY LEARNED NOT ONLY HOW IMPORTANT GREEN SPACE 15 TO OUR
COMMUNAL HEALTH, SOMETHING INDIGENOUS PEOPLE HAD BEEN KNOWN, BUT ALSO THE
ENORMOUS FINANCIAL BENEFIT OF HAVING LAND LIKE THIS, @



WHAT'S WRONG,
CECE?

I DONT KNOW. IT'S UPSETTING TO
REMEMBER HOW OUR PEOPLE WERE
PUSHED OUT OF THIS LAND AND HOW PARKS
 SNIFFLE* WERE BUILT IN OUR SACRED PLACES.
I LOVE PARKS, BUT I UONT

LOVE HOW WE GOT THEM.

IT IS UPSETTING, ANU I WANT TO ENCOURAGE

YOU TO TAKE YOUR TIME PROCESSING THIS
INFORMATION AS WE CONTINUE. TAKE BREAKS
WHENEVER YOU NEED TO, THE HISTORY WILL
BE HERE TO LEARN WHEN YOU ARE
READY FOR IT.

THANKS, MX. ROXNXY.
I'M READY TO KEEP GOING.
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50, WHO WERE
THOSE GUYS BACK
THERE ANYWAYS?Z

DEFINITELY! BUT, NOT
ONLY THAT, SETTLERS
WHO HAD STOLEN
LAND FURTHER WEST
FELT THAT HAVING
METROPOLISES
“TAMED" THE WILDNESS OF THE LAND
AND INVITED DIFFERENT INDUSTRIES
TO SETTLE THERE AS WELL.

INDUSTRIES... LIKE THE
CEREAL INDUSTRY?Z?

YES, LIKE THE GRAIN
NODUSTRY! CHANGING
THE LAND AND MAKING
IT PUBLIC WAS A
COMMON PRACTICE. T A
LEGITIMIZED CITIES AS COOL
METROPOLISES AND INVITED BUSINESS
AND INVESTMENT TO THE CITY. 50
BUILDNG PARKS WAS AN INTEGRAL
PART OF THIS PROCESS.

e
X 50, NO SWAMPS, EVEN
THOUGH SWAMPS ARE COOL...

YEAH... GETTING RID OF THE SWAMP
MADE THE LAND MORE UDESIRABLE
FOR THE WEALTHY UPPER CLASS,
WHO WERE MORE THAN WILLING
TO PAY TO LIVE THERE.

REAL ESTATE

DEVELOPERS QUICKLY

LEARNED THAT

‘MPROVEMENTS" MADE

TO PARKLANDS ALSO

INCREASED THE VALUE OF THE
PROPERTIES THEY WERE BUILDING
AROUND IT. 50, IN THE 1880'S, THE
PARK BOARD AND REAL ESTATE
UEVELOPERS WORKED TOGETHER TO
BE ABLE TO FULFILL THEIR SHARED
GOALS; FUND PARK DEVELOPMENT
AND INCREASE PROPERTY VALUES.

5, MANIFEST
\{EDL'ST"JY".

WAIT, HOW COME?

THEY'RE PART OF A
GROUP OF WEALTHY
BUSINESSMEN WHO
WANTED TO CREATE
PUBLIC PARKS N
MINNEAPOLIS,

IN THIS TIME PERIOD
SETTLERS BELIEVED

HAVING A PUBLIC L
PARK ESTABLISHED | IF I HADU TO GUESS, WOULD

A PLACE AS A IT BE BECAUSE IT MADE PEOPLE
REAL CITY" R WANT TO LIVE THERE?Z

IN 1883, THESE MEN FORMED WHAT IS NOW CALLED
THE MINNEAPOLIS FARK ANDC RECREATION BOARLD WITH
CHARLES LORING AS ITS FIRST PRESIUENT.

MPRB WAS GIVEN THE AUTHORITY TO BUY AND DEVELOP LAND TAX RESIDENTS
TO PAY FOR PARKS, ANU EVEN TO RUN THEIR OWN POLICE FORCE. "TAMING"
ANDU DEVELOPING THE NATURAL LANDSCAPE WAS PART OF THIS PROCESS.

THEY GAVE UP THE LAND THEY 50, THAT'S WHY THOSE BIG
STOLE TO THE PARK BOARD MANSIONS ARE BY THE LAKEZ? TO
SO THEY COULD "FIX IT UP", BRING MORE PEOPLE HERE?
AND MAKE MORE MONEY OFF /

THE LAND THEY SOLD?

IF THEY MADE NICE HOUSES
AROUND PARKS, THEN MY HOUSE
SHOULD BE A MANSION, TOO! ~~
WHY DON'T THE HOUSES BY
POWDERHORN LOOK
/\ ~ ——— __  LKE THATZ?

hy ——

=

/
/\_,’___

SE ARE GOOU QUESTIONS!
LET'S TAKE A LOOK...




| EVERYONE!

WE'RE BIKING THROUGH e /N 14 QAL 77 4
SPACE AND TIME AGAN... v N e
~HELMETS,

POWUDERHORN, 1960s
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l: WOW, POWDERHORN
LOOKS THE SAME!

WELL THE PARK DOES,
BUT LET'S GO LOOK AT
THE NEIGHBORHOOD.
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IT'S TRUE THAT JUST BECAUSE YOU LIVE BY A PARK, YOUR PLACE WONT LOOK LIKE THOSE BIG
MANSIONS WE SAW. BUT, THIS IS STILL CONNECTED TO OUR CONVERSATION ABOUT HOUSES AND PARKS, 6




YOU SEE, WHEN THE PARKS WERE
CREATED LIKE LAKE OF THE ISLES,
THEY WERE FOR THE WHITE AND
WEALTHY. IN FACT, THE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF REAL ESTATE
BOARU MAUE SURE THAT
SOME NEIGHBORHOOUDS
WERE BUILT EXCLUSIVELY
FOR THESE PEOPLE.

DURING THIS TIME, REAL ESTATE
UEVELOPERS USED LANGUAGE IN THE
UEEDS FOR THE HOUSES NEAR
THOSE PARKS THAT EXPLICITLY SAID
THE OWNERS COULD NEVER SELL TO
ANYONE WHO WAS BLACK, INDIGENOUS,
AN IMMIGRANT, OR JEWISH.
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TEAH us!

I HEARD ABOUT THIS FROM MY
GEOGRAPHY CLASS. THEY'RE CALLED
RACAL COVENANTS. THE SUPREME
COURT MADE THAT ILLEGAL N 1968!
BUT, FOR S1 YEARS THE GOVERNMENT
KNEW THIS WAS HAPPENING AND
WAS COOL WITH IT!

50 WE WOULDNT
BE ALLOWED TO BUY THOSE
HOUSES EVEN IF WE WERE RICH,
TOOZ THAT'S SO MESSED UP!

U THIS WAS CALLED
THE ELWELL LAW.
IT REQUIRED
THAT ANY PARK
IMPROVEMENTS
WOULD BE FUNDED
BY TAXING NEARBY
PROPERTY OWNERS.
BECAUSE, EVENTUALLY,
THE VALUE OF THEIR
PROPERTY WOULD
GO UP AS THE PARK

GOT NICER.
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50, YOU'RE SAYING THAT IF YOU LIVED
NEAR A PARK, YOU WOULD HAVE TO
PAY MORE TAXES IF YOUR PARK IS
REALLY NICE. BUT, WHAT ABOUT PEOPLE
WHO CANT AFFORD MORE TAXES?
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4, That no building shall be left with papsr exposure or with the exterior incomplete.

! 5. That the said land or buildings thereon shall never be rented, leased or sold,

1‘ transferred or conveyed to, nor shall same be occupied exclusively by person or persons other
than of the Caucasian Race. ;/
"; 6, The forgoing ‘covenant and restriction shall run wit-h the lend and shall bind the g

‘l

; grantee herein and the heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigna of said grantee

u.nt. 11 the first day of Januery A,D, .Nineteen hundred and Forty

I STILL DONT GET WHY
SOME PARKS DON'T LOOK
LIKE LAKE OF THE ISLES AND
WHY THE HOUSES AROUND
THEM AREN'T THE SAME.

PEOPLE WHO COULDN'T PAY DIDN'T

GET NICER PA?KS/,__,/(

Z,
..AND BASED ON WHAT WE KNOW
ABOUT RACIAL COVENANTS THAT
MEANS GREEN, OPEN SPACES N
WORKING CLASS NEIGHBORHOODS
WOULD HAVE NEVER GOTTEN
THAT KINDU OF INVESTMENT.

RIGHT! REMEMBER HOW POPULAR
THE LAKE WAS AND SO MANY
PEOPLE WANTED TO LVE AROUND
IT? WELL, WHEN THE 20TH CENTURY
HIT, ANOTHER DEVELOPER BY THE
NAME OF JAMES T ELWELL CREATED
A LAW THAT REQUIRED PARK MONEY
TO COME FROM A "SPECIAL TAX
ASSESSMENT." THIS CREATED A
FUNDING PROCESS THAT TOOK
ADVANTAGE OF THE POPULARITY OF
THESE PARKS., ANYONE (WHITEY WHO
COULD AFFORD TO LIVE AROUND
THEM COULD BUT WITH A PRICE.

g@ s ‘?A ; <§>MONE‘L y@

MY NEIGHBORHOOUD USES OUR PARK
ALL THE TIME. IT WOULD BE COOL F
WE COULD HAVE A SAY IN HOW OUR
PARKS ARE INVESTED IN, NSTEAD OF
THAT BEING A DECISION MADE FOR
Us, PO WE STILL USE THIS LAW?Z

NO, THE ELWELL LAW STOPPED
BENG USED N THE 192705, BUT
ITS LEGACY STILL HAS AN IMPACT
ON OUR PARKS. THE PARK BOARD
HAS TAKEN STEPS TO CORRECT
THE LEGACY OF THIS LAW BY
CREATING A BUDGET FOR
IMPACTED PARKS
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&) ‘THAT'S GOOD THAT
THEY STOPPED USING

Q& THE ELWELL LAW... BUT,
THAT WAS IN THE 20s @
AND MY PARK IS STILL

(9 MISSING A LOT." &

"I WONUER HOW LONG
@ WE HAVE TO WAIT FOR US
TO SEE A CHANGE?Z I HAVE
IPEAS ON HOW TO MAKE MY
PARK BETTER RIGHT NOW.
THE CITY'S ALWAYS BUILDING

SOMETHING FANCY AND NEW
DOWNTOWN. WHAT ABOUT “E%
(9 MY HOME AND MY

NEIGHBORHOODZ."
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NOT GONNA LIE,
ROXXY, ALL THIS WAS
REALLY DEPRESSING.

YES, LETS REFLECT.
TELL ME MORE ABOUT
HOW YOU FEEL.

I FEEL IT N
MY NECK AND
SHOULDERS.

YEAH, I FEEL
HEAVY IN MY CHEST,
AND FRUSTRATED.

OR WHAT IF INDIGENOUS

I MEAN, ALL OF THIS FEELS FAMILES GOT THEIR LAND BACK!
50 BIG AND A LITTLE HOPELESS. WHAT IF THEY RAN THE PARKS?Z

BUT, DOES HAVE TO BE?Z?

GREW UP OVER NORTH, THEIR PARKS
HAD MENTORS AND AFTERSCHOOL
PROGRAMS. I THINK WE NEED
MORE OF THAT.

I WONDER HOW WHAT WE / :
LEARNED AFFECTS MY PARK AND ; — ‘
MY NEIGHBORHOOD... _ ‘ :
: I LIKE THAT IDEA. I LOVE TO
23 : GARUDEN, SHOULD WE DO T2
YEAH, LIKE MY PARENTS = b
TOLD ME ABOUT WHEN THEY WERE ’

EVEN THOUGH THE HISTORY MAKES
ME UPSET, IT FEELS IMPORTANT TO
SHARE. I HAD NO IDEA THERE WAS
SO MUCH HISTORY CONNECTED TO THE
PARKS, IT MAKES ME FEEL LIKE I
HAVE TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT.

THANK YOU FOR SHOWING
US MX.ROXXY, WHERE ARE
WE GOING NEXT TIME?

I WANT TO LEARN,
MORE ABOUT WITA TOPA!
WHY WAS T CALLED
4 ISLANDS?

OR MAYBE WE CAN HAVE
MARKETS WITH VEGETABLES AND
FRUITS THAT WE GROW IN
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

I'M DOWN! I CAN GET SOME
OF MY COUSNS AND FRIENDS TO
HELP US. I WANT TO TELL THEM

ABOUT THE PARKS AND
HOW THEY STARTED!

00 N

OUR NEXT TRIP
IS A SURPRISE, BUT
I THNK WE CAN START
WITH THAT QUESTION...
AT NEXT CLASSES

MEEICAL
2h<E

TOUR!
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?

CHECK US OUT AT WWWHOPE-COMMUNITY.ORG

TO LEARN ABOUT THE WORK WE DO IN OUR
PARKS ANDU POWER PROGRAM!

OR YOU CAN FIND DS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
@PARKSANUPOWER




My R b::mn Cele, J Nasir v
+Roxxy Mag;c, Bike Club, Summer ‘a4
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® PAGE S, PANEL 2 "THEY GAVE UP THE LAND THEY STOLE TO THE PARK BOARD SO
THEY COULD FIX IT UP, AND MAKE MORE MONEY OFF THE LAND THEY SOLD?"
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SURE THAT SOME NEIGHBORHOOUDS WERE BUILT EXCLUSIVELY FOR THESE PEOPLE
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"HISTORY." THE JUST DEEDS PROJECT, 10 APR. 2023 JUSTDEEDS.ORG/
HISTORY/.
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"WHAT IS A COVENANTZ" WHAT IS A COVENANTZ | MAPPING PREJUDICE,
UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA , MAPPINGPREJUDICE.UMN.EDU/RACIAL-COVENANTS /
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PARKS & POWER IS A GRASSROOTS,
COMMUDNITY-LED INITIATIVE TO STRIVE TOWARDS
RACIAL, GENDER, AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE IN THE

MINNEAPOLIS PARKS SYSTEM.

A HOPE COMMUNITY CENTER PROGRAM,
PARKS & POWER IS NOW LEADING A CITY-WIDE
CAMPAIGN WITH ALLIES IN SEVERAL MINNEAPOLIS
PARKS FOCUSED ON BRINGING A RACIAL EQUITY

ANALYSIS TO HOW PARK RESOURCES
ARE ALLOCATED.

o o @PARKSANDPOWER
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HAWWA YOUNGMARK, AKA HAWWABE, (THEY/
SHE) IS A BLACK MUSLIM CARTOONIST AND
ILLUSTRATOR BASED IN NORTH MINNEAPOLIS.

HAWWA HAS BEEN MAKING COMICS SINCE 2019

AND SPECIALIZES IN SELF-PUBLISHING AND ZINE-

MAKING. THEY ALSO ENJOY SLEEPING, COOKING,

LEARNING NEW LANGUAGES, AND WATCHING
FANUOM VIDEO ESSAYS.

o o @HAWWABE

WWW.HAWWABECOMICS.COM
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